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ADVERTISEMENT. 


= arto Edition of this Poem having 
bee Nnored with a very liberal En- 
couragement; it cannot prove leſs acceptable 
to the Public, in a ſmaller Size, and at a 
cheaper Rate, particularly, as CorreQneſs and 
Elegance, accompany thoſe Advantages. 
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N D=daldan* wing the trembling muſe 1 


Attempts to ſoar, advent' rous, un d, 1 


If PinroLD ! gen'rous and humane, will ſtoop _ 
To lend an ear, and patroniſe her ſong, - af 


* Pindarum quiſquis ſtudet æmulari, TS; ELON i 3 1 
Tule, ceratis ope Dedalèa U:: 8 
Nititur pennis, vitreo daturus | 3 1 
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4 A DESCRIPTION OP 
Then ſhall the bard, inſpirited, reſume _ 
His ſleeping lyre, and with exulting touch 
Awake the joyful ſtrings ; happy if e'er 

A ſingle note of his may aptly ſpeak 

His gratitude, his more than filial love, 

To theſe indulgent iſles, who, parent like, 
Within their hoſpitable ſhade, have oft 

| Refreſh'd, and tun'd his drooping ſoul to joy. 


The pleaſing ſubject, grateful muſe ! inſpire, 
Whether thou moſt delight'ſt to court the breeze, 
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That, ſweeping o'er the ſpacious plain, ſalutes 
Thy roſy cheek with a ſoft temper'd kiſs ; _ 
To wander penſive through the ſhady wood, 
Or climb the ſummit of the topmoſt hill ; 
Alike each ſcene diverſify'd attracts 
The feaſted eye. Not fam'd Heſperian lands, 
Nor gardens of Alcinous, could afford 
Theme more delightful to the poet's pen. 
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Traverſe with me the hills, the varied ſlopes, 
The levell'd plains, crown'd withtranſcendent bloom, 
Where ever budding ſpring, and ſummer gay, 
Dance hand in hand, and, with inceſſant joy, 

. Lead 
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Lead up the jocund harveſt to the mill; 


Whilſt the rich planter, well rewarded, fees 
Perpetual produce ſpringing all the year, 1 
And, hoſpitable, at his plenteous boarxdd. 9 
Each welcome 1 with wholſome viands ma | 1 
Here Phodbus n darts his rays, | b 
From Capricornus to the northern Crab, „„ 4 
Parching the thirſty ground with heat intenſe z ; 3 
But milder Zephyrus, with pity Ss + * | 
Calls up the ſweet alleviating gale, | ? 
Allaying ſultry heat; whilſt frequent ſhow rs, g 
Down from the mountain- cloud deſcending brit. 1 
The burning boſom of the earth refreſh. f 
sometimes in gentle drops they kindly fall | 
Propitious o'er the plain; ſometimes in puffs | 


The dang'rous flurries break, with ſtorm furcharg'd, 
From forth the hollow of contiguous hills ; 
Then, with a rapid violence, they ruſh 
er frighted nature's face in whirlwinds dire, 

And to the azure deep new horrors give. | a 
With mod'rate breeze more oft the earth they fan, 
Cooling the ſultry air, with fragrance charg d, 3 
Caught from the ſcent of blooming fruits and flour: 
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On Aura's ſportive wing they gently ride, 
Delightful ; whilſt the ſylvan choirs attune, 
And all the warbling ſongſters of the grove, 
In varied harmony their Maker's praiſe. 


FEE 


2 


In high perfection here that plant “ uprears 
Its verdant blade, whoſe yellow ripen'd ſtem 
Pours its rich juicy ſtreams abundant forth, 

And from its worth beſtows increafing pow'r, 
Plenty, and eaſe, on its impatient lord. 
Sweeten'd by this all · wond'rous plant, each fair, 
The fav'rite Chineſe ſhrub, with pleaſure taſtes, 

Not ſo intemp'rate man its juice employs ; 

But its nutritious quality, for good . 
Deſign'd, to ſnameful purpoſes perverts: 

He, from the chymic-ſtill, extracts a fiend, f 
When by exceflive draughts he dims the light 
of reaſon, prime prerogative of man: 

Th' intoxicated brain, by vapours fill'd, 

Hurls wiſdom headlong from her rightful throne, 
And ſcenes of hapleſs riot oft enſue, 
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The Sugar-cane. 
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THE WEST-INDIES 7 
Nor does Pomona here with ſcanty hand, 
Heap on the damaſk'd board, her riped'd fruits 


Delicious, and of flavour exquiſite ; 
Fruits not unworthy European ſoils. 


Cool water-lemons to the fev'riſh gueſt 
Hold forth their grateful moiſture, and invite 
The gath'rer's hand; whilſt, yielding to the touch, 
The ſcented fruits enrich their bending vines, 

The ſweetly-poignant grenadilla here 
Spreads it broad leaf, advancing faſt in growth, 
Till with its weight the vine 8 . 


There ripening GA firew unſhelter'd bel, 
And 1 to pas without art arrive. 


Diſtent with nectar rich pomegranate; burſt, 
And in due ſeaſon yield a grateful taſte, 


Here pearly avocades plenteous han g. 00 
Whoſe rinds with vegetable marrow ſwell. 
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S A DESCRIPTION OF 
The lofty tamarind, whoſe fruit incas'd, 

To thirſt, a ſlaking beverage affords, 

Far over-arching, ſpreads its umbrage brown, 

And to the weary traveller extends 

An ample ſhade at Sol's meridian glow. 


The cocoa too, with rugged trunk deform'd, 
Winds in the air its long unwieldly os. 
Or ſhoots, oblique, in many a wanton Nine, 
And, ſcorning order, mocks the planter's care. 
Forth from the nut flows cool nectareous juice, 
such as a god would ſcarce refuſe. to taſte, 
Though Ganymede ſhould not Om the * 


Nou let us yonder fra FER grove 8 15 
Where hangs. the orange, rich in burniſh'd: gold; 5 
And by the fair ſeems eager to be pluck'd, 

Not finer fruit did ſwift Hippomenes, 

The fav'rite of Cythera's queen, receive. 
From her own hand, when Atalanta s love 
Urg d on th' advent rous youth to try the raec. 
He, ſubtle as he was, well knew the powr 
Which the enchanted eye uſurps ver all 
Of mortal frame, and artfully decoyd 
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When Sol, with Virgo riding, Autumn brings, 
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The eager fair, unable to reſiſt 

The ſure temptation of the golden fruit, 

Thus Art and Nature ever will conteſt 

In vain ; the, ſteady. goddeſs, perſeveres 

In her wiſe courſe, nor ever turns aſide; | 
Whilſt Art, ſtill ſtoo ping to ſome luring bait, , . 
Like Atalanta, labours ſtill behind _ 5 ; i 


And laſt, though juſtly deem' d the firſt in praiſe, 
The luſcious pine, of humble growth indeed, 
But of majeſtic form, its mitred head 
Uprears ; ambroſial fruit-its ſculptur'd coat, 
Diverſify'd by Nature's hand, contains. 
All fruits compriz'd in one; its flavours rich 
By heav'n upon itſelf alone beſtow'd. 
Not thoſe which in Aleinous' garden bloom'd, 
Nor thoſe which grace our Europdan ſoil, 
And ripen, beauteous,.on the funny wall, 


Could e'er the royal Indian pine excel, 


Happy inhabitants of theſe bleſs'd climes 
Did they but know their own delights to prize! 
Then peace: would ſmile attendant on their ſteps ; 

WW "Then 
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Then would they rarety quit their native foil, 
To barter peace for equipage and ſtate. re 
Our northern fees let them wiſely ſuun, 
4 Oiur vices "ſcape, nor join the giddy herd 
. Of noble ſharpers and polite buffoons, 
'W Knaves, fook, and fycophants together mird, 
By equal turns, the preyers and the prey : 
[+ Some trap the gold in honourable guiſe, 
. Whitft others ſtrive to chaſe the hours away, 
; Aſfecting mirth with ſorrow at their hearts, 
Ingenious in difſerabling what they foel. 
O fools ! deceiving and deceiv'd ; for ſtill 
Ye loſe, in ſeeking, what ye toil to find, 
Content of mind, and ew ry ſocial joy. 8 
But let us turn from ſuch pernicious ſcenes, 
And a more plenſing proſpect ſet to view; | 
To tell what ſportive harmleſs rites our youths 
Throughout the far fam'd weſtern Ind perform. 
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Oft. mes beneath the wide extending ſhade, 
Aloft in air, fitining the purling ſtream 


THE VEST VIS. TY 
Of ſome meandringibtook, that creeping glides | 
er mally heile, hand by:the tufted lawaz _- 
Or at a mountgin's-faet, amid huge uche, g 
Urges its latent courſe, our feaſts we hold, 
There the wood virgin, and the fprightly youth, 


Am'rous and gay, the cool retreat enjoy: | 
Whilſt paſtimes'innocent, and rutal ſporty, A 
With high delight, the jocund houre beguile. = 


A band ſeleft the choſen ſpot explore; = 2 
Proud he who firſt hjs welcome friend receives jt 1 
Not with ſtiff eerameny's formal: brow, 9 
But ſalutatiun free, and warm ambrace. 
Nor does the matron grave, or ſago deep read 
In wiſdam's page, theſe feſtive rites avaid. 


Not thoſe-in henour of a goddeſs held, 
Cerealdart call'd, which hinde of antient time 
Duteous oþſerv'd j when to her ſacred turf | 
They brought, profuſaly grateful, chaje-firſt fruits, I 
Which dhe, all bounteous queeh, prafulxlꝝ gave : 1 7 
Nor thoſe of Baerhus, on th Iimarian mount, 5 
Where noiſe and tumult held deſpatic ſv ay, 


And furious pricſtedſes, ith wine ſuccharg d, 
11 , Intox- 
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| Intoxicated roam'd o'er Thracian land : 
Not thoſe, nor all which heathen ſtory boaſts, 
Can with the Indian een N 
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The able cooks, with utenſils n 
Their ſeveral ſtations take, and crackling flames 
Enkindle, not with bellows, but with lungs 
Expert at blowing culinary blaſts. 
Whilſt Cuffs, Lovelace, Quaſheba and Sal, 
With viands ftor'd, the loaded baſkets bring: 
This a variety of herbage holds, 
And that the ſolid ſav'ry meat contains, 
The well cramm'd turkey, and the roſy ham: 
Nor is the mellow cheeſe, forgot, of taſte 
High reliſhing, when filver-tipp'd black jack, 
Or tankard bright, fam'd Calvert's porter holds, 
With flow'ry head high tow'ring o'er the brim, 
The deftin'd ſnoat on Ethiop's ſhoulders ſwags, 

_ Granting, as to the rural ſhrine he's brought: 
Here one beneath a load of liquors bends, 
Cooling ſherbets, and choice of dainty wines 5 

Another the capacious bowl conveys, 
With ſacchariſſian loaf; the ſpirit fine, 
From choiceſt cane diſtil'd, mellow'd by age, 
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THE WEST INDIE. 
Within its glofſy bounds alluring ſmiles ; 
Nor does the neighb'ring brook refuſe its aid, 
In mingling with the juice of yellow fruit, 
Lemon or lime, which in contiguous groves 
Upon the loaded branches fragrant hang. 


Now the bright ſun to his meridian haſtes 
And calls his children to the welcome ſh:de : 
Thither is brought the full ſalubrious bowl, 
Heart chearing fight ! with lip impatient all 
Wait longing to ſalute it in its round: ; 
Mean while the cooks their ſev'ral taſks purſue ; 
The nimble butler now diſplays his part, 

And on the turf the bleached damatk ſpreads, 
Some to the well ſtor d brook eager repair, 


Where with deſtructive ſkill their nets they caſt 


And num' rous fry emmeſh ; others with lime, 
Or bark of manchioneil, the waters taint, 
And the ſwift natives of the fluid ſtrem 
In ſrupefaction plunge; their ſenſe benuimb'd ; 
Intoxicated, oft they lifeleſs float, 
And to the hand an eaſy prey become. 


Others 
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4 | 14 A DESCRIPTION or 
Others from iton tubes the deadly ball 
At the grey plover, or the harmleſs dove, 


Or ſome ſuperior ſongſter of the wood, 
With never erring aim direct; down drop 


The feather'd victims in their airy courle, 
No more, alas! to riſe on tow ring wing, 
Or animate the grove with morning ſor ge 
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Others on tufted dunks, in pairs drawn of, 
With virtuous dalliance an hour beguile ; 
_ Whilſt harmony of rh6ught, and mutual oy 
Riſe in each others foul reciprocal; 
All unabaſh'd they toy, nor bluſh to meet 
The chat ee by chaſte defiro odtain'd, 
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Some on the ſedgy bunk, melodious notes 
From the toft flate's enthanting tube command 
Uninterrupted, ſave where echoſweet, 
From diſtant hills and caves, the wund returns, 


But hark! the gen ral fummon 20 the turf 
Invites, all inſtant quit their ſev ral ſports, 
And each his fay'rite fair, ſmiling, conducts 
| | | Up 


vW 
» 9 he 

” "WEI 3 . 0 \ \ 
” N LA To "RE ” &. as ie W * Naehe 
F · - ˙* ooo SBA 
1 1” adds SA. 2 , e 27 ON OO 14.5239 TY Fr : 
1 ; enn MI ROE TR? 1 m 8 8 5 Wan 2 SS 8 
5 wy N e eee 0 „ Y 

. * enen 4 


THE WEST-INDIES. 1% 
Up to the wiſh'd repaſt ; the verdant earth 
Spreads forth her matted carpet, ſylvan beat; ; 
And lo! the ſmoaking BAR ECUE appears: 
Eſcorted by a train of ſable guards, 
All nicely brown and criſp : tranſported they 
View it approaching with an eager eye; 
For the pure wholſome air that gently breathes 
Along the bubbling ſtream and fans the vale, 
A never r failing appetite creates. 


Now all prepare; ; and one, with dext'rous ban 
And knife of keeneſt edge, the ſhoat dicects. 
The choiceſt bits each for his fair procures, 
And all his care beſtows to ſee her pleas d. 
Behaviour decent, and polite addreſs, 
Theſe feſtive ſcenes adorn : not like to thoſe 
In famous city oft, when lord mayor's feaſt 
Calls forth the well-fed alderman, prepar'd 
The night before with an emetic, ſure | 
To whet the edge of ſated appetite : 
With fleeyes turn d up, and napkin to his chin, 
He eyes the ſmoaking paſty, or the haunch 88 
Four inches deep i in fat; ; r takes his ſeat 


16 A DESCRIPTION or 
; Next the high-ſeaſon'd turtle's callipee; 
. VUnhappy wretch! ſhould other knife than his, 


Alternate round the turf ; high jeſts prevail, 
With decent language grac'd, the artful pun, 


_ Diffuſe gay mirth and pleatantry around. 


Some their briſk courſers mount, and to the goal 


With ſcientific flice, monopoliſe 


His fav rite bit, or ſpring a mine of fat 
Within i in the flaky ſhell, conceal'd, alas! 

F rom his exploring eye :---kind heaven forbid ! . 
In other guiſe our cheerful gueſts diſpatch ; 


The ſweet delicious meal; pleaſure reigns now, 


And ſatisfaction beams from every eye. 


Nature at length ſuffic'd, the cloth reinov d, 
Bach loyal health with flowing glaſs they crown, 


And merry toaſts the ſprightly circle pledge 


The repartee unſtudied, free from gall, 27 4 


The rural banquet ver, alert they rice, 
And to the paſtimes of the plains repair ; 


With rapid violence ruſh, whilſt the fleet ſteeds 
Stretch o'er the ground, and fly thro? clouds of duſt: 
Others on foot with nimble ardor ſtrive, 5 8 
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And ſtruggle thro? the long laborious race. 

In leaping ſome delight, whilſt ſome the ſtone, 
Of fize unwieldy, caſt to diſtance far, | 

And in athletic games their ſtrength approve, 
Some foot it on the turf with nimble ſtep, | 


And ſprightly to the chearful meaſures trip: 
Others, reclin'd, chant forth melodious lays ; 
All now is freedom, full content, and joy, 

Without reſtriction, jarring feuds, or brawls. 


But ſee! the ſun deſcending to the weſt, 
Begins to hide his ſinking head in clouds 
Of purple tint, with golden borders fring'd ; 


The glorious ſcene what painter can expreſs ! 
When at fair ev'ning's duſk, the ſetting god 
O'erſpreads the gilded vault with various forms, 
And ſhapes groteſque, of unembody'd air ; : 
Such as not fancy's richeſt pencil eer 

Knew how to picture out in Titian's ſchool. 
Homeward he calls them from their ſports away, 
Ere ſhrouded night brings on unwholſome dews, 


And colds pernicious ſeize the tender frame, 
Now from theſe rural, theſe enchanting ſcenes 
| Homeward they turn, and all to reſt retire. 


END oF THE FIRST Book, 
50 | | | 
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DESCRIPTION 
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WEST-INDIES. 


EEP in the briny boſom of the main, 
Where aged Atlas reigns, fair Montſerrat, | 

Midſt num'rous fiſters of his antient race, 

Exulting in its form ſalutes the eye. 

Awful appears its cloud-encircled brow, 

Which the glad mariner delighted views 

Far diſtant from the ſurf. reſounding g ſhore; 


Come, 
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Come ! powerful genius of theſe fertile iſles, 
Though yet before thy ſhrine I have not bow'd ; 
Nor, conſcious of my weakneſs, dare invoke, 
Like bards ſuperior, thy celeſtial aid ; 

Inſpire me now, nor let my languid pen 
Diſgrace thoſe climes which late thy fav'rite ſon, 
Thy tuneful Grainger, * nurs'd in fancy's arms, . 
So elegantly ſung: him, happy bard! 

Delighted thou haſt led with liſt ning ear, 
Through each enliven'd ſcene his ſprightly muſe 
Rejoic'd to traverſe; O! diſdain not no 

To aid an humbler poet in his lays. 

O'er yon ſtupendous mount conduct my ſteps 
Down to the bottom of the hideous gulph. 
Teach me the fell Tartarean vale to ſing, 

And all the terrors of the gloomy cave. 


A dreary pit there is, of deep deſcent, 
Where N ature, in myſterious mood, her ſtores 
In ſecret hides ; where ſulph'rous atoms fume ; 
Firſt found, through chance, by ſome delinquent ſlave, 
Flying the laſh of his revengeful lord, | 
Or overſeer more cruel. Once he dwelt 


? 


— 


* Author of the Sugarecane, 


Ana- 
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A native of rich Ebo's ſunny coaſt, | 
Or Gambia's golden ſhore ; a prince perhaps ; ; 
By treach'rous ſcheme of ſome ſea brute entrapꝰd, 
When the ſteel-hearted ſordid mariner 
$ Shap'd out his wat'ry courſe for traffic vile, 
Commuting wares for baneful duſt of gold; 
Or, what is worſe, made ſpoil of human fleſh. 
Accurſed method of procuring wealth ! _ 
By loading free-born limbs with ſervile chains, 
And bart'ring for the image of his god. 
Deal Chriſtians thus, yet keep that ſacred name? 
Or does the diff 'rerice of complexion give 
To man a property in man ?—O! no: 
oft nature ſhrinks at the deteſted thought, 
A thought which ſavages alone can form. 


The rugged path to this tremendous cave 
Is hard to find, and difficult to tread : 
Bold was the man who firſt with vent 'rous ſteps, 
Dar'd to explore the deep emboſom'd pit, 
Or climb the dizzy perpendicular, OT = 
Moſt like to that which leads, with mould'ring track, 
The virtuoſo to its lofty brow, 


Canarian Teneriffe, or Pico calld ; 
Whoſe 
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Whoſe cultivated ſides gay vineyards cloath, 
And at the ruddy toper's annual call, 
A plenteous but a fatal harveſt Pn 


Upon the ſummit of this a 3 


Behold ſuch proſpects as would feaſt the thoughts 


Of ſportive fancy i in her richeſt vein! 

Hence one may look o'er Saba's flinty cliffs: : 

This iſland to the mariner appears 

A barren rock; no port invites him in, 

No rifing lands on either fide diſplay 

Their chearful villas, where the voyager 

May from the tireſome view of air and ſea 
Relieve his aching eye, and with delight, 
Exulting at the pleaſing change, obſerve 

The hairy ſheep, or well-fed luſty ox, 


«Yet tf t$ 
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Traverſe at eaſe their maſter” s verdant plain; 5 


Inſtead of theſe inviting objects, ſee! 

How the forbidding ſolitary rock 
Raiſes its dreary head above the waves, 
Impervious in its narrow winding path 
To more than one: a ſingle footſtep fills 
The jealous paſſage up. Whoe'er attempts 
To ſcale this flinty ladder's ſcanty ſteps, 


Unleſi 
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THE WEST-I1NDIES. 25 
Jnleſs he comes in peace, let him beware 
The threat'ning pile of huge impending ſtones 
That on the top, like watchful centinels,. 
Wait but the fignal, ere they ruſh amain, . 
To cruſh th? aſſailant in his raſh aſcent. 


And hence behold Euſtatia's craggy ſides 
Riſe from the ſea in rugged majeſty , 
Conſpicuous. What though in other iſles 
The rip'ning cane is bleſt with happier growth, 
Yet thine are all the ſweets, without the toil : 
To thee, great emporèum of theſe climes, 
Europa's ſwelling fails in plenty waft 5 
The various produce of the univerſe, | 
Untributary; whilſt thy ſiſter iſles 
View thy free commerce with an envious eye, 


Fam'd for her baths, fair Ne next diſplays 
Her pictur'd lawns; 7 villas 0 er villas riſe, 
And fields o'er fields, gracing the mountain's ſides, 
py cultivation's perſevering hand, 
At once to profit a to Tag turn'd. 
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Thence to the weſtward caſt your wand'ring eye, 

And view the land * which great Columbus firſ 
Diſcover'd ; by that bold adventurer's name 
Made eminent ; thither in hoſtile times 
From all the neighb'ring marts our fleets repair, 

Prudent to join the convoy homeward bound. 

All ſteer· one courſe, but diff rent ports explore; 
Some to th' Hibernian ſhore are deſtin'd ; ſome 
The rocky coaſt of Caledonia ſeek ; - 

Whilſt ſome, *twixt Uſhant and the Lizard Point, 

' Ply eaſtward on to Dover's chalky clifts ; © 
Theſe paſs the Foreland and the Buoy of Nore, 
Then enter ſoon betwixt delightful banks, 

And, with their rich contents, deep laden, preſs, 
The placid boſom of the filver Thames. 


Next, windward bending, Deſeadaſ view ; 
Where Nature furniſhes, with laviſh hand, 
Her ſylvan ſtores of vegetable food, 
® St. Chriſtopher's, 


+ The French tranſport their ſuperannuated Negroes hitht 
more particularly thoſe aflited with the leproſy. 
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Spontaneous, fit for its inhabitants; 
Whoſe malady, once fix d no time can cure, 
Nor ev'n Eſculapian ſkill relieve. 


Far in the north Antigua's hillocks riſe; 
fertile iſle, whole fields and paſtures large, 


No latent ſpring or limpid brook revives : 


his want tli' indulgent hand of Heav'n ſupplies 
From its own ſtores, piercing the rain-charg'd cloud, 
Vhich pours-down fatneſs over hill and dale. 
hen planters provident, in thanks preſerve 

he falling floods, to flake the cattles thirſt, 

\nd chear the lab'ring Negroe's panting heart. 


The nicer lord demands a nicer ſtore ; 

For him the well-built reſervoir extends 

Its ſpacious circle, where the ſunny beam 
bat, trembling, on its glaſſy ſurface plays 


Like a bright mirror, ſhews th' inverted form, 


nd to the marble bottom leads the eye. 
Old Memphis thus, in parching ſeaſons, cheers 


Her thirſty ſons, and from her wants excites 


h' ingenious architect to ſnew his ſkill, 
\nd palliate nature's blemiſhes by art. 


wy | 
af and ; 5 Tig 


* 


7 


28 A DESCRIPTION OF 

is time the boundleſs proſpect now we leave, 
To tread, with cautious feet, the per'lous path, 
That thro? the braky maze winds down the ſteeps, 
And mould'ring paſſes, of the mountain's fide, 
Commix'd with moſs, and briar, and baleful weeds, 
Whoſe juice the Obeahs mong the ſable tribe 
Extracting, turn to uſe medicinal, 
Yet oft this crafty knave, affecting ſkill 
In pow'rful herbs, calls magic to his aid; 
And, when old age has ſilver'd o'er his chin, 
Draws in the credulous, unthinking crowd, 

To venerate his art, and fill his purſe, 


But lo ! the reaking ſurface of the vale 

| Preſents its wond'rous terrors to the fight ;; 

A place it is, environ'd round with rocks,. 

And by immeaſurable clifts immur'd. 

Beneath the ſurface of the doleſul way 

That ever burns with wild infernal noiſe, 

Two cauldrons huge, enormous fiercely boil; 

Aud with amazing ebullition riſe, 

What time, with dire combuſtibles o'ercharg'd, 

'T he rumbling earth from its foundation ſhakes, * 
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And heaving burſts ; whilſt the convulſive pit 
Its nitrous entrails flaſhes to the ſky, 


Such, Palicine, where thy ſulph'rous ſprings, 

- Burſting with ſcalding ſtreams the burning marle; 
Whilſt litigants in ſome important cauſe, _ 
Awe-ſtruck, within the temple trembling kneel'd, 
Sealing their atteſtation with an oath ; 

There the affirmant unconfronted ſtood, 

Self- credited, or ſelf-condemn'd : for truth, 
Committed to the faithful tablet, ſwam 

Buoyant upon the ſurface of the ſtream ;_ 

But Falſehood's hateful he ſcarce touch d the flood, 
When ftraight i it diſappear'd to riſe no ; more, 5 

No ſooner did the wicked tablet fink, 
Than Om * the perjur'd wretch 0 extook, 


Again, my muſe, thy kind aſſiſtance lend, 5 1 
Teach me to tell how thro' the rugged path V 1 
I vent'rous trod, o'er craggy mountains brows, 


* Et, qui præſenti domitant perjura Palici, 
Pectora ſupplicio, | SIL, ITAL. 
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And took thro? flcniy vales my tedious way, 
Up to the diſtant petrifying pool. 
| Toiling I journied on where never track 

Of traveller had worn a wiſh'd-for path, 
Sometimes deſcending with impetuous courſe 
Involuntary ; and anon, with ſtep | 
Laborious, ſtruggling up the dread aſcent. 
As when a ſhip by raging tempeſts toſt, 
Ploughs the rough deep, and ſtretches o'er the main, 
Alternate riſes on each foaming ſerge, 
Or rolling ſinks into the briny vale. 


But now the ſun in his meridian blaz'd, 
And ſhot forth all his fiery noon-tide heat. 
Fatigue and languor ſcar'd my tim'rous ſoul, 
Till, O! reviving fight, at hand I ſpy'd 
A homely cottage peeping o'er the hill; 
Thither, by ſtrong neceffity impell'd, 
Panting I ſtrove, and with redoubled ſtrength, 
The rural ſpot, the lone retreat attain'd. 
There dwelt a pair of ſimple honeſt hearts, 
Who by their daily labour earn'd their bread ; 
Hard food, but ſweet, by upright means obtain'd. | 
The 
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The ſmiling hoſt, with hoſpitable hand, 

Aided my weary-ſteps ; then ſpread his board, 
With ſuch refreſhing food, as Jove himſelf 
Diſdain'd not, when, diſguis'd in mortal garb, Z 
Philemon's cell receiv'd the wand'ring god, 

Nor did his charity alone beſtow 

An hearty welcome on his drooping gueſt, 

But, more indulgent ſtill, with ſocial ſteps 

He join'd me in my courſe, and led me on; | 

With many a pleaſing tale beguiling time. 

To the deep bottom of a vaſt deſcent, 

Our weary ſearch, with painful ſteps we held. 

With awful wonder ſtruck, filent I view'd 

The fertile mountains all around me riſe ; 

From many a cleft freſh ſprings burſt forth and glide 

In marm'ring ſtreams meand'ring down the flopes, 
Cheering the vales below. Th' adjacent _ 

A ſtately baſon form, of wide extent; 

Save where a precipice with outſtretch'd ades, 0 

Not diſtant far, extends its leafy ſereen. 

Hard by a ſmall but elegant caſcade, 

In chryſtal ſheets amidſt the landſcape falls; 7 
The poliſh'd rock, lay'd by perpetual ſtreams, - 


Its 
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Its ſhining fide, like jetty marble ſhews. 


Such ſculptors chooſe, with curious veins inlaid; 
When they would carve the monumeatal urn, 
Or bid the ſtately mauſolèum rife, 


f 
* 


A filver ſtream, with gently ſtealing pace, 
Glides from the reſtleſs pool, and winds its courſe 


O'er moſs and pebbles to the lake below. 


In the broad centre of the buſhy vale, 


A maſſy rock, of rugged form, preſents 


Its furrow'd front, and opens to the view 


A ſpacious cave, whoſe bearded mouth, o'er-run 


With pendulous roots of brambles, ſhrubs and mh; 
Invites the weary ſtranger to repoſe : 
Its rude arch, roughly turn'd by Nature's hand; 


Like ſome old druid temple ſtrikes the eye. 
From the fantaſtic roof, imbody'd hang 
Fluids congeal'd, of pyramidic form, 


Revers'd, tranſparent as the froſt-bound ice, 


Whoſe porous points ſhed faſt their tear-like au 
- Chaſing each pes with inceſſant ſpeed, 
And almoſt haſt' ning to a ſlender mean. 8 
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Some chill, whilſt others ſcald th'.extended palm. 
Behold how time within this wond'rous vault, 
Hath form'd a ſpacious reſervoir beneath 

Of waters rare, for petrefaction famd; 

Where may the buſy virtuoſo ſteep bn 
Whate'er his pregnant faney would tranſmute-— 


Here, turn'd to ſtone, behold incruſted-leaves; - - 
Preſerve their veins diſtin as on-the tree. 
The ſpotted lizard, or the guana fierce. ,... . 
The hairy bat, the bird, or winged fiſh,. 
Their perfect ſhape and fize unſhrunk retain 57; 
And thus, incas'd in. ſtone, ſtill feem to breathe, 
As if from Phidias' chizel.jult.eſcap'd. 


The wonders of the pool minutely ew 
Again I reach my. guide's well- ſnelter d cot; 
He to his Baucis ſecret orders gives, 17 75 
And ſhe, obedient to his will, complies. . 8 
Quick do the anxious couple bring zheir cheer;. 
And crown the neat repaſt with gen rous {miles 4+ 
Proving how vain the adept eourtier d rin, 
When to his ſumptuous board his flitter'd gueſts 
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34 A DESCRIPTION OF 
He welcome bids ; not ſpread with open heart, 
But baſe hypoeriſy and guileful leer. 


Farewel !: ye hoſpitable, gen'rous pair;“ 
And thou, fair Montſerrat, indulgent ifle, 
Y For vig'rous health renown'd, and love fincere, 

4 Where cordial friendſhip ſmiles in ew ry face, 

2 And ſweet benevolence from eV ry eye 

Beams forth, to cheer the heart with grief oppreſs'd. 
———Farewel !—thylov'dabodes I now muſt leave. 


Mutt 1, Flaminius;+ thy ſage converſe loſe ? 
No more, enraptur'd, hear thy tuneful lays, 
Or deep imbibe from thy inſtructive tongue 
Sound reaſon, cloath'd in all the pow'r of words? 
Whether beneath religion's ſacred dome, 

Mz Or, when the mind, on relaxation bent, 

YZ Retirement ſought at lovely Abbeville ; 

2 O thou! by nature form'd to gild each ſcene. 

4 Of uſeful life; with genius, temper, bleſt 
= ann nn chat endears the friend, 
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And dignifies the charattet1of:mun;\. | 
Accept this tribute of ca quartingteary: 


Thee, Juſtus,“ I-commemorate with joy: 
Whilſt worthy / actions ſpeak the upright heart. 
Thy name ſhall Iverrever:d by all mankind... 

Bleſt in a beauteous progeny, conjoin dec 

In Hymen's happieſt bans, long may kind Heav'n : 
protract thy peaceful days; and when old age 
Shall with his feeble finger cloſe thine eyes, 

May'ſt thou, as in a ſlumber, quit this ſtage, 1 
Of buſtling life, and to the peaceful grave | A 4 
Sink, in compoſure.ſoft, without a gran. A 4 
And O.! may every filial tear, that hes 9 
Its duteous water Oer thy graſſyturf, 8 =_ 
Since they can neerrecallthydlitting.ſouk, : © ' 1 
be ſoon dry d up; and in their ſtead appear | nh 
Such joys as fparkled:in each virgin eye; | | 
When laye firſt lighted up: the: nuptial torebz, 
And gave thy daugtiters to the longing arms = 
Of their fond lords. O! happy huſbands! youths l F 
As ſprightly as the morn, each charming fair 3 


- 


* John D. -, Eq, Chief Juſtice, 
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35 A DESCRIPTION OF. 
Preſs to your hearts, claſp the rich treaſure cloſe, 
.And ſtudy how to merit virtuous love. 


Next for thee, Flavius, ſwells my grateful verſe: 
| How ſhall I fing thy friendſhip, truth, and worth! 
If deeds humane, if manners ſpeak the man, 
If gen'rous ardour for a friend diſtreſs'd, 
Can merit praiſe, to thee my praiſe is due. 
O! for a muſe of true poetic fire! 
That could expreſs the gratitude I owe, 
And bear the fay'rite ſubject thro' the world, 


Nor thee, Albanus,y ſhall my muſe forget, 
Who to thy conſort's hand this work preſents; 

Tho to her judgment he ſybmiffive bends, 

Yet dreads he notthe cenſure of the fair, 

"Who ever ſpeaks the dictates of her ſoul, 
Pure as her virtue, as her taſte refin d. 
The faults the marks her candour will forgive, 

Since gratitude, not genius is my boaſt, | 


o - 
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# John D--y, Eſq. 3 
1 Michael W---, Eſq. Deputy Governor. 
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OW ſwift before the breathing gale we ſcud, 
Cutting the curling ſeas with foaming ſpeed, 
Now in th' horizon fink the leſs ning hills, 
And from the poop Rodunda“ ſeems to fly. 
Thro' the ſmooth narrows of the Nevian le, 
We coaſt the ſhore of fam'd St. Chriſtopher's ; 


. * A rocky iſlet 
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Where the black mount“ its cloudy mantle wears, 

| Seldom conſpicuous to the traw'ller's ken. 

From hence Anguilla and St Martin's view, 

The Virgin-Gords, and Anegada rough, 
Whoſe frightful reefs the pilot ſtrives to ſhun,, 

| Tod oft in vain, if adverſe winds prevail, | 
Or currents draw him to the whirlpooPs way, 
Such fight the lawleſs wrecker's eye enjoys 
When he beholds, high pleas'd, the _ bark 
Entangled faſt within the ſtony net, 
Beating amidſt the ſurf from rock to rock, 
Whilſt raging billows roar on ev'ry fide. | 

Then howl the conchs, reſounding from the caves, 

More diſmal thaw the voice of bellowing ſtorms, 

Dire ſignal ſure ſome ſhipwreck's on the coaſt. 

Streight from the dark receſſes of the wood, 

Forth the remorſeleſs ſons of plunder ruſh. 

And furious mounting up her oaken walls, 

The deſtin'd prize inexorably ſeize. 

See where the rabble with their iron hands 15 

The ſtately bark diſrobe.—Some fell the maſ's,. 


„ Mount Miſery, 
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Wiich tumblin g from the hull with ruinous craſh, 
| Rend her firm timber fides ; whilſt others force 
The full ſtow'd hold, where all her treaſures lie; 
Some graſp the plate, and the gay cabbin ſtrip, 
To deck the cavern of their harden'd chief. 


But let us turn from theſe unpleaſing tales, 
And view the group of quays, extending wide, 
Which in ſucceſſion from th' horizon peep. 
There thouſands oft their barks and nets employ 
To take the hawklbill, or the turtle green, 
Whoſe fleſh the epicure ſo much delights 

When he with ſauces rich, and hot Cayenne. 
Indulges luxury at health“ 5 expence. 5 


Tortola next has * elift preſents, 
In uncouth order rifing from the deep ; 
The laſt worth notice under Britiſh ways 


And now at len gth, when ev? nin £ mild approach'd* 
And dying gales ſtole o'er the peaceful deep, 
In hillocks, rifing from old ocean's edge, 


G Fair 
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Fair Santa-Croix* her lovely iſle preſents. 
Then Phoebus ſhining ſat, ſtreaking with red, 
Purple, and gold, the diſtant weſtern ſky ; 
And far into the glowing hemiſphere 

A thouſand rays of various tincture ſhot ; 
With bright refulgent ſplendor he withdrew, 
And ſet a period to the gariſh day. 


O'er the bright firmament a thouſand forms, 
Floating are loſt in momentary change ; 
In marbled ſkies imagination ſhapes 
Atrial palaces, temples ſuperb, 
The fiery dragon, or the griffin wing d, 
Beaſts, birds, and trees, mountains with flying caps, 
And fleets of ſailing ſhips, till by degrees 


The viſion melts, and night ſhuts up the ſcene, 


Mean while the mariners on deck attend, 
And cheerful keep alternate hours of watch, 
Till to the eaſtward road of heav'n the day 


Returns; bright Lucifer the gloom diſpels, 
And fair Aurora, with her dewy hand, 


Suhject to Denmark, 


Moiſtens 
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Moiſtens the orient earth, or in mild ſhow'rs 
Deſcending flow, her morning pride diſplays.- 


The ſhore draws nigh, delightful landſcapes riſe, 
A thouſand beauties grace the varied ſcene, - 2 
Before us open all the ſpacious plains, 
Whilſt rifin gmountains, crown'd with tow'ring woods 
Of ſtatelieſt palms the proſpect terminate, 
This teeming ſoil ſends forth abundant ftore, 
And richly pays the lordly owner's coſt: 
Five times five ſeaſons now have rolPd away 


Since the young blade ſhot up from pareat on. 
And yet uncultur'd does the choice ratoon | 


ar richer ſtreams than annual plants produce. 


'Twas here, Philander, in the bloom of youth, 
Thoſe ſoul, with lib'ral ſcience richly ſtor'd;. 
eam'd forth benevolent regard to all, 

Une tender nymph admir'd : long he had dwelt | 
eneath her father's roof, to buſineſs. train'd. 

Tho? not to riches born, kind nature bleſs'd 

The youth with all the choiceſt of her gifts; 
\ perſon elegant, a mind enlarg d, 


Eo "a. 
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Suſceptible of tenderneſs and love, 
But with true greatneſs, and with courage arm'd. 


The tender object of his cvs flame, 
In ſhape and limb completely form'd ; alas ! 
Few charms attractive could her viſage boaſt ; 
The fatal foe to beauty's cheek, long fince 
In earlieſt youth had laid her beauty waſte, 

Cropt the ſweet roſe, and with an envious hand: 

Rifled the bloſſoms of her lily cin: 
But Heav'n, indul gent, for the fatal loſs 
Full compenſation made, and in its ſtead 
Adorn'd her mind with ev'ry female grace. 


Such was Aurelia, ſuch the gentle youth, 
When mutual paſſions warm'd their glowing breaffs, 
Ten years had paſs'd, in which the lovers oft 
Felt many a tender pang; in arts of love 
_ Unſkil}'d they were, nor knew from whence the ſoft 
Inchanting impulſe ſprung ; ſtill, as they grew, 
The ſweet affection role by friendſhip's name, 
Till friendſhip burſt into a flame of love; 
A flame which fear and * long conceal d 
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From the ſtern father's penetrating eye, 
For av'rice was the god of his defires.. 


Philander, now, by induſtry poſſeſs'd 
Of happy means to ſteer an eaſy courſe 
Through the rongh voyage of uncertain life, 
For fortune dawn'd upon his firſt attempts, 
With eager hope to gain his beſt belov'd, 
Who, by endearments, ſooth'd him to the taſk, 
Flew to the preſence of the rigid fire, 
Told him the ſecret of their mutual love, 
And, on his knees, implor'd th' unfeeling wretch, 
To join two hands, whoſe hearts long fince were 
Enrag'd, Avarus hears the fond requeſt, [jqin'd.. 
Reviles, upbraids, and ſpurns him from his feet. 
Was it for this, he cries, I train'd thy youth, 
And all the ſecrets of commercial gain 
Implanted in thy heart? or art thou loſt 
To gratitude ſo far, that thou'dft deprive: 
My feeble age of what I hold moſt dear? 
Hence frommy fight! theſe foſt'ring manſions fun?” 
Avaunt, I fay ! nor trouble me in vain. 
The youth, dejected, from the fire withdraws, 
At his hard ſentence ſhock d; the pearly drops 
| _. *_ Stole 
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Stole down his manly cheek ; his noble heart, 
With rage, with love, with indignation torn, 
Broods o'er revenge, and meditates eſcape 

With his dear nymph, to ſome protecting pow'r, 
Where Britiſh liberty ſhould guard love's rights. 
Mean while Avarus treats in cruel guiſe | 
His virtuous daughter ; proſtrate on the earth, 
To his deteſted threſhold drags the maid, 
Turns the harſh. key, and leaves her drown'd in woe. 


Philander, ſtrait, the ha gg'd duenna ſeeks, 
Who, for a well-tim'd fee, her truſt betrays, 
And to the hapleſs pair an intervi ey, 

With art procures, ſhutting her Argus” eyes. 
Quick at invention, love ſoon plann'd the ſcheme,. 
A bark's engag'd—Philander bears his prize 
Su ift to the beach, and haſtily embarks. 
His heart, clate, ſprings with .extatic joy, 
The gales, ariſing, ſwell the leeping ſails, 
The watchful ſeaman chaunts his nightly lay, 
And fond Philander tells his love-fick tale, 
*Till the flow morn appears, in roſeate hue, , 
To grace the bleſt Aurelia's bridal day. 
At length the wiſh'd for gladſome hour arrives, 
| FO And 
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And in connubial bands the pair are join'd; 
Philander in Aurci:a's truly bleſt. 
And ſhe by him protected from the graſp 

Of .pow'r deſpotic, in a realm of peace, - 
Of juſtice, freedom, liberty, and love. 


But now the wand'ring muſe, returning, points 
Where the neat * capital convenient lies, 
Extending thro? the vales its ample bounds, 
This beauteous ſpot a noble harbour boafts 
Where cautious mariners may ſafely moor 
Their ſea-beat barks, and ſmile at threatning ſtorms, 
What time the dog-ſtar reigns, and blazing fierce, 
Autumnal Phcebus in th' equator ſhines ;_ 
Whilſt the pale moon, full orb'd, encircled round 
With hazy ring far diſtant from her ſphere, 
Starleſs, rides up th' orient path of Heav'n. 
Then eaftern winds no longer fan the ſky, 
But from th' unwholmſome ſouth hot breezes float 


On wings contagious, and pollute the air; 


. 


Or a dead calm enſues, or whiſtling gales 
Or the ſmooth ſurface of the ocean creep; 
* Chriſtienſtad, 
„ Then 
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'Then the light feuds fri diffrent quarters fly, 
And low'ring clouds the darkſome day obſcure ; 
Fiefce meteors blaze, and fiery vapours ſtream, 
Thro' the thick concave of the gloomy night; 
The livid lightnings flaſh, and balls of fire 
Shoot o'er the ſinged ſurface of the earth; 
Then heaving ſurges laſh the founding More, 
And ſouth-weſt blaſts, by currents ſtrong oppos'd, 
Drive the reſiſting waves with hollow noiſe - 
Upon the roaring ſtrand, like thunder heard 
Far off in diſtant clouds, rumbling and hoarſe ; 
Surge follows ſurge, the whit' ning breakers daſh 
Their hoary heads againſt the ſenſeleſs rocks, 
And in their rear, waves tiding over waves, . 
Burſt in a deluge on the trembling iſle. 
Then it behoves the ſkilful mariner 
\ Careful to watch the hurricane's approach, 
And, ſnugly reef'd, the dreadful hour await : 
Or to th' approaching gale, with cautious hand, 


Dext'rouſly extend the tim'rous ſail, J 
And rather buſk far off the raging ſeas, 
Than truſt their cordage to the reſtleſs winds. 
But ſee ! the ſtorm the pilot's art annuls, 4 
Here the ſtout prow the raging billows rides, 1 


Or 


Trembling aghaſt ! not knowing how to act: 


The rueful mariners forſake, quit the ſad/fight, 
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Once taught to humble to the rudder's beck, 
Now diſobedient veers with ev'ry blaſt. | Y 
The watchful mariner each danger views, | 4 


Th' inhoſpitable ſhore, with horror truck, 

He dreads ; and hears, or thinks he hears, appal'd, 
The boiſt'rous ſurges bellowing on the rocks 
With unavailing rage; too true, alas! 

His boding fears inform; the billows break 

With deſp'rate force, the ſhore approaches. nigh, 
And the devoted bark high on the ſtrand 


Impels with ruinous ſhock 3 the dreary wreck 


5 Ae Pape”. £5 
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And wander thro? the ſtorm-drench'd night forlorn. 


Some veſſels yet th? unpitying rage ſuſtain, 


But doom'd, alas! to {till ſeverer fate ; 


Scudding before two adverſe winds they fly, {> 


Oe &er the tops of heaving mountains dance; 


Sometimes they ſeem the height of heav'n to riſe, 
Dreading the hollow diſmal vales below, 

As Ach'ron deep, dark as infernal Styx ; 

4 riſing from two hollow ſeas they meet, 


And with the ſurge daſh on each others bow, 


With force 1 umpetuous, and tremendous craſh: 
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As when two bulls in furious combat meet, 

And with ferocious ire their frontlets drive 
Againſt each other in the bloody ſtrife ; 

So theſe, in dang'rous fray encount'ring ſore, 
Engage, unwilling, and with dreadful force, 
High Oer the waves uprear their fractur'd ribs : 55 

This plunges down, beneath the ſurface urg'd, 

And found'ring ſinks, with all her wretched crew 1 | 
That, too, had met the ſame diſaſtrous fate, 
Had not cool prudence in the pilot's breaſt 

Unſhaken, borne him through the diſmal ſcene. 
| Now to the coaſt her ſhatter'd ſtern he plies, 

Rather than periſh in the raging deep: 85 
Aghaſt, the ſhore he ſeeks, and on the beach 

Drives her diſhevelFd hull; then, with his crew, 

Laſt quits the tatter'd bark, and from the ſea 
Turns his dejected eye, aiding the winds = 

With loud complaints and eeaſeleſs piteous.moanz 
Whilſt the new horrors of the land he views, 

For not leſs vex'd the ruinous earth appears: 

O'er nature's face the deſolation ſpreads, 

The mountains from their firm foundation ſhake, 

The vallies tremble, whilſt the frightful guſt 
With fatal blaſt deſtroys the hapeful field; 

5 Sib Wirt 


A 
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Whirl'd in the air the ſpacious roof now flies; 
The ſtouteſt trees up by the roots are torn; 
A thouſand deaths do man and beaſt aſſail; 


Till in the end, the fierce tornado ſpent, 


Ruin. ſubfides, and all is Ruſh'd around. 


Renewing filial and parental griefs, 
Then frequent toll'd, the doleful hallow'd bell, 
Foretelling the flow funeral's approach. 
Diſtreſsful ſcene for: melting hearts to view ! 
The wife, diſconſolate, her widow'd bed 


Bedew'd with tears forſakes; frantic, ſhe runs, 


| Lamenting, to her lort's new-open'd grave,. 
And, in a ſtorm-of paſſion; plunges in, | 
Eager to ſhare his fate, andibe interr'd' 

Alive with the dear object of her love. 

Or elſe the lover, proſtrate on the turf . 


Where all his joy's entomb'd, diſtracted raves 5 


Whilſt the big tear burſts from his turgid eye, 
And many an intervening ſob breaks in, 
Stoppingæh' impetuous torrent of his grief, 


That vents its piteous moan, by turns, in vows, 


in pray'rs and ꝓaſſionate appeals to heav'n. 
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Ah, me! how diff*rently th*untutor'd ſlave, + 
To no philoſophy indebted, views _ 
The obſequies of his departed friend, 
And with his calm deportment puts to ſhame 
The boaſted reaſon of the poliſh'd world: 
A moment dries his manly eye, untaught | 
To melt at death, the neceſſary end 
Of all terreſtrial beings. His creed, the voice 
Of nature, keeps him firm, nay, gives him joy, 


| When he conſiders, that the active ſoul, 


| Soon as it leaves its mortal coil behind, 
Tranſported to ſome diſtant. world is wrapt 

In bliſs eternal. There the man begins, 

With organs more refin'd to live again, 

And taſte ſuch ſweets as were deny'd him here, 
The ſweets of liberty. Oh, gloriqus name! 
Oh, pow'rful ſoother of the ſuff' ring heart! 
That with thy ſpark divine canſt animate 
Unletter'd flaves to ſtretch their ſimple thoughts 
In ſearch of thee, beyond. this gloomy vale 
Of painful life, where all their piteous hours | 
Drag heavily along in conſtant toil, 

In ſtripes, in tears, in hunger, or in chains: 
| Theſe are the ills which they rejoice to fly, 
5 15 | Unleſs, 
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Unleſs, by partial chance, their lot is caſt 

Beneath ſome kind indulgent maſter's fray, | | 
Whoſe hand, like their good genius, feeds their wants, 
And with protection ſhields their helpleſs ſtate, 


But ſee ! what ftrange proceſſion hither winds, 
With long continued ſtream, thro' yonder wood? 
Like gentle waves, hundreds of ſable heads 
Float onwards ; ſtill they move, and ſtill they ſee 
With unexhawſted flow to keep their ng 


In calm ſucceſſion thus th* unru'd main 
Rolls on its peaceful waters to the ſhore, 
With eaſy ſwell, wave gliding over wave, 
Till the ſpectator can no longer count 
Their breaks inceſſant, but the numbers paſt 
Are in ſucceeding numbers quickly loſt. 
Behold the white-rob'd train in form advance 
To yonder new- made grave: fix ugly hags, 
Their viſage ſeam'd with honorary ſcars, 
In wild contorſive poſtures lead the van; 
High o'er their palſied heads, rattling, they wave 
Their noiſy inſtruments; whilſt to the ſound 
Iu dance progreſſive their ſhrunk ſhanks reep time. 
With 
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With more compoſure the ſucceeding ranks, 

Chanting their fun'ral ſong in chorus full, 
Precede the mournful bier, by friendly hands 
Supported : ſudden ſtops the flowing line ; 
The puzzled bearers of the reſtive corpſe 
Stand for a-while, faſt rooted to the ground, 
Depriv'd of motion, or perhaps, impell'g 
This w ay, or that, unable to procec-l 

In courſe direct, until the troubled dead 


Has to ſome friend imparted his requeſt; 
That gratify'd, again the fun' ral moves : 


When at the grave arriv'd,. the ſolemn rites 
Begin; the flave's cold reliques gently laid 
Within. their earthy bed, ſome veteran, 
Among the ſable archimages,* pours 
His mercenary panegyric forth, 

In all the jargon of myſterious ſpeech ; 

: * „to compoſe the ſpirit of the dead, 
inkles his fav'rite liquor on the grave. 
6-4 done, the mourners form a ſpacious ring, 
When ſudden ſhrill diſcordant notes, ſurprize 

The deafen'd ear; nor Corybantian braſs, 

Nor rattling ſiſtrum, ever rung a peal 


* Otcah Magicians, 
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50 frantic, when th' Idzan daQtyli 
At their intoxicated feaſts ran wild, 
Dizzily weaving the fantaſtic dance, _ 
And with extended throats proclaiming high 
Their goddeſs Rhea, thro” the giddy crowd. 
Thus do theſe ſooty children of the ſun, 
«++ Unuſed to the melting mood,” perform 
Their fun'ral obſequies, and joyous chant 
In concert full, the requiem of the dead ; 
Wheeling in many a mazy round, they fill 
The jocund dance, and take a laſt farewel 
Of their departed friend, without a tear. 5 
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HOU guardian angel of this weſtern Ind! 
=» Beneath the ſhadow of whoſe anxious wing 
The bleſt inhabitants of theſe fair climes 
Taſte life's beſt comforts; unallay d with pain, 
And, ſtrangers to thoſe various ills that waſte 
Europa's ſons, feel their ſoft hours glide or on 


Indulgently 1 in eee and eaſe, . 
1 Vouchſafe 
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Vouchſafe with me, thy much devoted bard, T 
To bend thy flight tow'rds yonder ſeeming cloud, 0 
Which to th? approaching voyager unfolds C 
Hy ſwift degrees improving on the ſight, ; M 
That view which moſt thou lov'ſt ; that happy ſpot, A 
Where.thy Barbados feaſts the raviſh'd ſenſe St 
with ſuch a proſpect as fair Tempe once, _ V 
Or bleſt Elyfium, to the poet's eye 1 
Preſented, when in extaſy he ſnatch' d | M 
His harp, and boldly ſwept the ſpeakin g ſtrings, " 


Burſting into a rhapſody of joy. 2 Fe 
Oh! had I equal energy! my ſong, 15 O 
Riſing in juſt proportion to my theme, 0 
Full of the love and gratitude I o-w-e, In 
Should waft like incenſe o'er thy fav'rite iſle, TH 
The duteous tribute of thy poet's praiſe, | W 
Bleſt iſle, an abler pen thy praiſe demands! At 


Faireſt, and firſt of all thy ſiſter trai In 
Spread num' rous thro? the vaſt yur aa, deep. H. 
When firſt my raviſt/d eye thy beauties caught, | Fa 
Jo me another paradiſe appear do _— 
Gardens and palaces in mingled ſcenes | Vw 
Roſe to my view, and each a villa ſeem'd Bu 


Of ſome proud lord; as on Italia's ſhore Ye 
OE 58 They 
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They ſtately riſe, magnificent and grand : 
Dh! how I once enjoy'd thee ! bliſsful ſeat 
Yf love, of friendſhip, and of ſocial joy! 
Me thou recew'dſt, with arms extended wide, 
\nd thro? a ſeries of indulgent years 
teep'd me in bliſs complete; each day was crown'd 
With happineſs, each night with ſoft repoſe. 
Whether with thee, exalted gen"rous 8 **, 
Mirthful, elated, all my mind at eaſe, \ 
Warmly embrac'd by friendſhip's ſacred arm, 
foyful J fat, and with the jovial group 
Of friends ſelect, laugh'd the ſhort hours away 2 
Or, when by muſic's ſoft attractive pow'r 
mpell'd, we tun'd our inſtruments to joy, 
High rolPd the tides of ſocial pleaſure then, 
Whilſt P--d-r with ſuperior judgment ſung, 
And much-loy'd Horace touch'd the trembling ſtrings 
in manner exquiſite, and taſte refin'd.. 
How have I liſt' ning ſat, elate to hear 
Facetious worthy W. -If.-d chant his lay, 
Or loyal P ce to war and vict'ry tune, ; 
Whilſt the loud chorus round the table rung! 
But ah! thoſe happy days are now no more ! 
Yet mayſt thou live in affluence and eaſe, = 

1 I 1 Peloy'd 


Wann 


| 62 A DESCRIPTION OF: 

| Belov'd and honor'd by that antient band 

b Where peace and harmony conſpicuous ſhine, 
] And ſoft-ey'd charity for ever ſmiles; _ 
3 There mayſt thou long with gentle ſway preſide, 


And fill with dignity the myſtic. chair. 


Tail, faireſt mount 1* thy pleaſant manfions hail ;; 
To thee old Ocean bows ; and as he rolls, | 
Reflects thy beauties, whilſt beneath thy feet, 
Thy venerable feet, rich vallies ſmile, 
And ripening harveſts cover ev'ry ſlope. 
; All that the weſtern Ind can proudly boaſt, . 
6 Nice art and nature there combin'd beſtow; 
A garden ſpacious, ſtor'd with choiceſt fruits, 
Herbs of all ſcents, and flow'rs of ev'ry hue. ;: 
Thick ſtately woods, in walks diagonal 
Appear majeſtie, and to ſhade invite; 
Long alleys green, and arbours wide and cool, 
Preſent their calm retreats ; where oft I ſat, = 
7 And wrapt in pleaſing ſolitude and thought, 
= At contemplation's ſtream I drank and fipt, . 
The charms of ſweet retirement and of peace. 


; ® A plantation belonging to Mr. Blenman, Z 
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Thee, Oh my Florio.!* grateful I addreſs ; | 
How ſhall I fing thy worth and truth fincere! 
Stand forth, undaunted, in a virtuous cauſe, 
And plead bold truths, with eloquence of ſpeech z 
For, bleſs'd by nature with her choiceſt gifts, 
A perſon elegant, a modeſt mien, 

A mind inſtructed in each myſtic page 

Of artful law, a ſoul compaſſionate, 

A heart to feel for objects of diſtreſs ; 
Ariſe for juſtice, and convince mankind 
That truth and reaſon WER the law, 

Should L to ae thy worth preſume, 
Dear rev'rend W- n! I ſhould ſing all day; 
But I forbear to raiſe the gen'rous bluſh? 

In learned modeſty's in genuous cheek. = 

Thy merits worthy of a better muſe, 

Shall ſhine conſpicuous to th' admiring world, 
When, with his humble page, thy poet lies 

In deep oblivion hury'd; yet purſue 

Thy noble taſk, my friend, and thro” the paths 
Of erudition lead the docile youth; 2 
The riſing genius form; teach the young mind 


N Hen. B----8, Eſq. Imb 4 
LMDU 


/ 


8 DESCRIPTION oF 


Imbu'd with eien to n her views, 

And follow virtue, the ſure road to peace. 
Vet let me viſit thy delightful plains, 

Thou lovely Eden of theſe weſtern iſles, 


Where nature ſcatters, with a laviſh hand, 


Like afond parent, all her choiceſt ſtores, 


Marking with partial eye, her darling ſpot. 


The wide extended proſpect all around 
A thouſand ſcenes preſents ; each pleaſant vale 
Boaſts its peculiar charms, and ev'ry hill, 
Riſing with eaſy ſlopes to gradual height, 
Gives tothe landſcape due variety. 

See! yon majeſtic avenue* extend 


In long array its rows of ſtately palms, 


Which, like auguſt Corinthian columns riſe, 
Waving aloft their flowing capitals, 
Worthy to mark the temple of a god. 


Next, Fontabelle, + thy beauties let me fin g! 


Whereoft in groves umbrageous 1 have trod 
Porin 8 the metanchoyy tragic page : 


* A plantation called Farmers, belonging to Jonas Maynardf 
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| Thy ſecret Fate, thy rude embow'ring woods 
To lonely ſolitude invite; by nature form'd 
To pleaſe the tender mind, indulging woe. 
Or in theſe ſhades the happy youthful pairs 
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May wander with delight, and tell ſweet tales 
Of love, beguiling night, whilſt the bright moon 
Darts thro' the ſhading trees her ſilver beams. 


Now view the north of rich Barbadian land, 
Where gloomy Hellebe his head erects, | 
And Caledonian hills in ridges ſpread 
Enormous ranges to the roating ſea ; | 
Beneath whoſe feet the chearful vallies imile, 
And boaſt fertility that's not their on; 
Whilſt they degenerate to barren rocks. 

More wonders yet! ſtill more tremendous ſights! 
Thy curious ſearch thall lead thee to explore : 
And the indented craggy gullies view, 

Where diſmal gloom and filence ever reign, 

Save when the torrents, with impetuous ruſh, 
Roll down the'fteeps and tear their entrails up, 


| Forcing a dreary paſs thro” all they meet, 


To mix their waters with parental! ſeas. 
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The curious nat'raliſt, in this fair iſle, 
May find full ſcope for contemplation deep; 
But pain and peril muſt attend his ſearch, 
Who would explore the ſubterraneous works 
Of Providence, where nature, as in ſport, 
Seems to have form'd a wild deluſive ſcene, 
To try the wiſdom of vain ſhallow man ; 
Who, oft diſmay'd by horrors ſuch as theſe, 
Has fondly thought, of old, in Pagan lands, 
Some deity muſt needs inhabit there. 
The mouths of theſe tremendous caves who dar'd 
Of mortal frame to paſs ?—thence groans and ſounds 
Of voices more than human iſſued forth, 
And clanking chains were ſometimes heard to fall, 
Within the bowels of the awful den, 
By cypreſs groves, and melancholy yew, 
Too ſacred to be touch'd by axe profane, 
Deep ſhrouded in a dim religious ſhade, 
Wlich mortal fears had to each fancy ſhew'd 
More horrid ſtilb than to th' unbiaſs'd eye 
The place in truth appear'd. With me deſcend, 
If your heart fail not, into that ſteep cave {clifts 
Which takes its name from Cole; where mould'ring | 
| Threaten to topple on th' advent'rer's head; _ 
hs 5 
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And uncouth rocks, of height enormous, peep 
Between the gloomy tufts of branching trees. 
When on the dewy bottom firſt you fix Ty Wei 
Your aching feet, and ali che dangers paſt, 
You find yourſelf immur'd betwixt two rocks 
Of monſtrous height, whoſe ſummits here and there 
Let in, thro' mould'ring crevices, a light, 

Glimm'ring like that which once, as Maro ſings, 
Scar'd the thin ſubjects of grim Pluto's realins, 

And made them ſcud to find a thicker gloom. 
Various apartments here diverſify ß 

This ſubterraneous grotto : fit receſs: 

For fam'd Zgeria, or that propheteſs 
Sybilla call'd, who, wrapt-in times to come, 

The fate of Rome in precious volumes told. 

On either hand, and o'er the vaulted roof, 

Thick incruſtations, and clear ificles, 

Diſtilling many a.cryſtal drop, appear. 

Here you may ſee a limpid baſon ſhine, 

Reflecting ev'ry light that blazes round. 

This damp abode, and ſhews its tndden ſtores ; 

Whilſt at a diſtance-murm” ring waters break | 

The melancholy filence of the the cave; 
ä r when you've laboured thro' a rugged eleft,.” 
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Tho few dare go ſo far, ten thouſand birds 
Of night, awaken'd by th' unwelcome torch, 
Flapping their leathern wings, fly round the flame, 


But let us ſeek again the upper world, 

And in the ſunſhine baſk our chilly limbs: 
There from our fears releas'd, the mind at eaſe 
| May freely ruminate on thoſe wiſe ends, 
Which theſe deformities in nature's yaſt | 
Delightful landſcape ſerve. Nor rock, nor cave, 
Grotto, nor dread volcano's ſtore-houſe, fill'd 
With fire and vapours to alarm the ſons 
Of ſinful man, juſt ſeourges of their crimes, 
Have, in our worldly ſyſtem; but to ſome 
Great uſe been plac'd, by that almighty hand 
Which governs all below. Our earthly globe, 
Without theſe ſeeming foils to its rare form, 
Migh probably, by dire ſuccufſions torn, 

For ever labour with convulſive throes. 


| Next let us view what ſtores the waters yield: 
To philoſophie minds each element 
Preſents alike themes inexhauſtible 
Of filent wonder; whilſt th' admirer, wrapt 


In 


THE WEST-INDIES, . 6g 


In contemplation, hears ſtill nature's voice, 
Thro' all her works, ſpeak her Creator's praiſe, 


Near that fam'd ſpot“ where Ocean's angry waves, 
Within a rock's impending cavern pent, 
With indignation force their rapid way, 
And dart their foaming columns to the ſkies, 
Inventive Nature, whoſe minuteſt works 
Frequent diſplay perfection moſt compleat, 

Within her ſecret habitations, long 
Had treaſur'd up, from vulgar eye conceal'd, 
A prize, which yet the ſage philoſopher | 
Never found claſs'd among his wonders rare, 
A flow'r it ſeems to leſs diſcerning eyes, . 
But with true judgment view'd, the choice deceit” 
Gives ſigns of life and motion viſible; 
Not like the plant ſo celebrated once 
By botaniſts, which ſenſitive is call'd ; 
That, like a fluggard, firſt muſt feel the froke- 
Of the aſſaulting hand, e'er it contracts 
Its ſhrinking leaves, and ſhews a ſeeming ſenſe : 
But this, impatient of th' approaching touch, 
Surprizes the ſpectator, who attempts, 
® The Spout in St, Lucy's Pariſh Tt 
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Thro' ſlender tubes its limpid dews diſtills. 
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Unthinkingly to crop it for a flow'r : 

No ſooner is the hand ſretch'd out in act, 
To ſeize its little curious blooming prey, 
Than th' eager fingers the deluſion find, 
And, loſing the bright ſubſtance, preis the air. 


Now let us viſit the ſecure receſs 


Which nature's hand enriches with theſe rare 


Marine productions. Follow me, your guide, 


To yonder point, and then, with ſteady eye, 


The perils of the rocky clift ſurvey, 


Which looks with rugged aſpect, o'er the ſea, 
A ſteep deſcent your ſliding feet muſt paſs 
Ere you arrive within the hollow ſpot 

That leads you to the object of your with ; 
A wide extended cave firſt meets your eye, 
Spacious enough for Neptune and his court 
To revel in, whencer the god ſhould deign 
With his ward trident to becalm the ſea, 


And view the ſurface of his wat'ry realms. 


The roof emboſs'd with ineruſtations hard, 
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Near this, a cave of ſmaller fize attracts 
Your eye; its bottom forms a ſtanding pool 
Of cleareſt water, briny as the wave 
That from old Ocean's neighb'ring plain ſupplies _ * 
This ſtanding baſon with its frequent ſurge. | 


_ Faſt in the midſt there ſtands a rock, that hides 
Beneath the water's top its humble head, 


Around its well-lay'd ſides, at various depths, 4 
Theſe flow'rs, of wond'rous kind, perennial riſe, ; 
Reſembling much the pale and love-fick hue 

Of the jonquil, when delicate it wafts 

From ſome fair boſom its ſoft languid ſveets. | 

A tinge of green its variegated form 
Moſt pleafingly irradiates: but to pluck _ 
Theſe tempting beauties from their rocky bed, 
Would ſeem a work for Tantalus himſelf. 
Eluſive to the touch, ere that arrives 

Jo diſcompoſe its nice formation, back 

With imperceptible retreat it flies 

Into its hollow habitation ; coy _ 

As the young virgin 'ere ſhe feels the lip 

Of her lov'd ſwain, whoſe ſoft enchanting kiſs | 
Conveys a thrilin tranſport to her ſoul, 


Anon, 


42 A DESCRIPTION OF 


Anon, ſome minutes counted, ſee ! the flow'r 
Again advancing gradually in ſight, 


And opening cautiouſly its ſeeming leaves; 

Till it appears in all its former bloom. 

But ſhould th' admirer's reſtleſs hand again * 
PDarted with quickeſt motion, ſtrive to ſeize 


Th' alluring object, inſtantly again 
It will recoil reluctant to the touch. 


Wond'rous appearance this, that ſeems to ſpeak 
A being far ſuperior to the claſs 


Of vegetable things, which, juſtly rang'd, 
In nature's loweſt order hold their rank; 
Nor does it only ſeem to claim a place 


Superior to the flow'ring claſs ; convinc'd 
By cloſe inſpection and attentive view, 


Whoever ſees with philoſophic eyes, 


Muſt ſoon perceive this ſeeming flow'r endu'd 
With life no leſs than animal, What ſeem'd 
Before like chives which from the center roſc, 
Now, like the ſpinners ſlender legs, with quick 
Spontaneous motion play around its ſides. 


With theſe, ir probable conjecture may 
Be offer'd where experiment's untry'd, 3 
| Twould 
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*Twould ſeem that Providence, whoſe mercy reigns 
O'er all his works, moſt wiſely furniſhes _ 

T his little creature, for the uſeful end 

Of feeling out its food which, when (allur'd 
By the bright colours of the ſhining rim) 

The floating animacules chance to reach, 

With eaſe, theſe feelers, plying all around 

Like forceps, ſeize their deſtin'd provender, 


But now, my muſe, whoſe timid pinion ſtrove, 

Not without pain, thus far to hold its courſe, 
Here reſts her wing. Preſumptous deem her not, 

| Tho! ſhe has dar'd to moralize in ſong; 
Pardon her freedom, for ſhe's Britiſh born ; 

And boaſts no merit but an honeſt heart. 

Submit to learn een from the humbleſt muſe ; 

So ſhall your virtues ripen day by day, 

Such virtues as endear you to your friends, 

Such virtues as inſpire the patriot's ſoul, 

Or ſuch as fill the artiſt's fertile mind, 

When thro! a len gth of uſeful ſtudy form'd, 

The rich conception xiſes into life, 

And proves a general blefling to mankind. 
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